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What do you do with the 60-70% of your dairy cows that won't be 

used for the next generation?
?

How do you avoid breeding too many low-value heifers and small 

bull calves that are unattractive for a beef producer?
?

The use of beef genetics on dairy cows is growing

rapidly around the world.



Modern breeding strategies implemented
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Sexed semen
of all heifers in the herd

- To have more reliable 

breeding values/better 

selection tools

Genomic test 
for bottom 50-70%

- The majority to be male 

sexed semen 

Beef semen
for top 30-50%

- Will be enough for 

replacement

- Will increase genetic 

trend for preferred traits



Genomic selektion - Mendel

STRATEGY



• Less dairy heifers
• Less females to breed & feed = less resources and less emission

• Less purebred bull calves born
• Replaced with Beef x Dairy bull calves

• Grow faster = less feed & less emission per kg meat produced

• Replace imported beef (from South America) = Less emission 
(faster growing, less land required and very little transportation)

• Higher genetic progress
• Next generation of females from top 30-50% in the herd 

• Increase the genetic trend for preferred traits, like production and 
sustainability traits (Fertility, Health, Longevity, Feed efficiency, GHG 
emission, etc.)

Effects of Sexed semen & Beef strategies



Profit from every cow

• VikingBeef bulls are specifically bred for the beef-on-dairy 
segment, where easy calvings are the number one 
priority. 

• VikingBeef sires give higher profitability to dairy herds 
delivering calves with higher growth rates and better 
meat quality.

• Get bigger, healthier calves with a higher carcass value, 
easy calvings, and reduced climate impact, all at the same 
time, with VikingBeef.



Beef 
Inseminations 

VB Chaplin

2022
Danish 

blue
Charolais Angus Hereford Blonde Simmental Limousine

Purebreed 

ins.

239 568 522 798 239 1.733 1.526

Dairy ins. 276.531 36.214 68.191 3.389 4.999 4.073 2.782

2023 

30. sept.

Danish 

blue
Charolais Angus Hereford Blonde Simmental Limousine

Purebreed 

ins.

133 508 495 638 184 1.349 1.216

Dairy ins. 242.089 28.794 63.899 2622 2954 2.823 1.493



Born beefcalves over time 
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Year of birth

HOL 2+ lact JER 2+ lact RDC 2+ lact

Foto: LandbrugsMedierne



Herd Visit

Jacob Nielsen
• Mating plan:

• X-vik Jersey all heifers and 20 % best cows

• Y-vik 80 % of the cows get beef (Danish Blue)



DMS

Mating plan

• Follow strategy to reach 

your goal

• ”Working tool”

• Easy everyday

• Overview

• Digital



EXAMPLE



Hundyrgrupper

STRATEGY AND FILTER



Prognosis to follow up



Prognosis with results



Conclusion 

Use beef cattle in the lowest genetic group, you 
increase the genetic progress at the herd level.

Beef on dairy calves do not preclude selling 
heifers, you can produce both.

Mating plan and prognosis give you a good 
overwiew on your strategy

Costprice for beef on dairy calves gives value 



Questions?
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