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Huge amounts of high quality data is essential to
Danish Cattle production

• Long history of collecting data on central databases

• Used for management and BREEDING

• Value of common storing (management tools, 

GENETIC EVALUATION, data security, 

benchmark etc.)

• Can’t manage, what you can’t measure

• Large amounts of high-quality data

Nordic farmers are excellent in phenotyping



Data in NAV evaluation

Data from Beef on Dairy calves 

from Denmark, Sweden, and 

Finland

HOL, RDC or JER dams

Data since year 2000

In 2023 approx. 180,000 observations 

for birth traits og which 23,000 have a 

JER dam
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Sire breeds over year across DNK, FIN, SWE
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Example of published evaluation on NAV BEEF search



Weights in the Danish X-Index

Net daily gain

Carcass conformation score

Carcass fat score

Young stock survival 31-200d

Young stock survival 1-30d

Calf survival at birth

Calving ease at birth

Health, 31-200d

Slaughter%

X-index for dairy producers



Level of X-index (dairy producer) for different sire breeds

BBL 6.8 €

INRA -0.4 €

BAQ -12.1 €

LIM -21.2 €

CHA -22.3 €

AAN -24.3 €

SIM -26.5 €

HER -28.8 €



Weights in the Danish X-Index

Net daily gain

Carcass conformation score

Carcass fat score

Young stock survival 31-200d

Young stock survival 1-30d
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X-index for dairy producers



Weights in the Danish X-Index

Net daily gain

Carcass conformation score

Carcass fat score

Young stock survival 31-200d
Health, 31-200d

Slaughter%

X-index for prizing module
For veal producer



DMS Prizing Module

• Purpose: Ensure a fair and transparent prizing of calves for 
both veal and dairy producers.

• The prizing module handles all types of calves, including bull 
calves of HOL, JER, RDC, and MILKxMILK, as well as 
BEEFxMILK calves. 

• The prizing module is based on a fact-based model that includes 
relevant production data from the cattle database and price 
assumptions for Danish veal production (which are updated bi-
annually).

• The prizing module takes into account each calf’s potential for 
production, health, and survival

Foto: LandbrugsMedierne



Example from DMS prizing module



Price differences between different categories in the 
prizing module – focus JER

• Asuming same weight of calf and BEEF sire has X-index (veal) = 0 then:

• Price of JER bull calf is ~185€ less than a BEEFxJER bull calf.

• Price of BEEFxJER heifer calf is ~100€ less than a BEEFxJER bull calf.

• Price of BEEFxHOL heifer calf is ~10€ higher than a BEEFxJER bull calf.

• Quantity of meat is not a JER breed strength.



And I did not even mention Future Beef Cross

• A project finished in 2024 aiming on improving

• Feed effiency

• Methane emissions

• Meat quality (marbling)

• SS genomic predictions and genotypes from 
12,000 crossbred calves



Thank you for your attention!

•Questions?
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